
heConvention met in Richmondin1«5Q

COMPARAT1VE V1EW OF WORK'
Baptisms: 1859. 1904.,lnfahtS, 74.552; adlllts, 14.729. 89,282*

Infants, 145,686; adults, 30.833 . 182.01 S
MarHages . 21,225 C7.o:i6
Burials_. 37.021 112.5SI

Al) tho above itcms rre for pevlods of three years precedlng the Gen¬
eral Convcntiyn.

RjSPORTS OF ANNUAL DIQCBSAN COUXCII.S.
1859. 1907.

.Wholo nuinbor of clerK;^ . 2,0 65 5,381
Wlldle nutnber of' communicants . 139,611 848,974
Wliole number of Silnday-schoOl tenchers. 14,01!) 49,000
"Wholo number of Sunday-school puplls. 113,912 451,511Whole nuinbor of parishcs and missions .,... 2,120 7,818Whole number of church edilicos . 1,395 **6,000

* ln 1S08 (nlne'ty-ninfe years oro) the whole number of clergy was 109.
Tliero being no roturns from Virginla and elsowhere, the estlmated actual
number is 200 for that ysfcr.

** Estlmated.

NOT since 1869 has the Trtennlal
Conventlon of the Eplscopal
Church in Amerlca aascmbled
ln Rlchmond, .-ma not slnco
that date has tlils important.

Church body held 11s sessions in a city
of as sinall a population as Rlch¬
mond.
When the conventlon of 1S59 ns-

sembled, by a curlous colncidence, tho
Southern Baptt&t Conventlon, whlch
met in Rlchmond last May, also held
Its sesslon in Rlchmond tho same -year.

Conventlon of '50.
The conventlon of'1853 was held ln

St. Paul's Church, where tho House of
Cler.^al and Lay Deputles ,win slt this
month. The gathui-ing was hartlly
half the size of the present body,
there being at that tlme but one

dlocese to a:State, and tho great aren
west of the Mlaslssippl Rlver was then
an almost unknown misslonary terri¬
tory. The House of BishopB,"'ftlsp was
a much smaller body, and thelr ses¬

sions in tlie busement of St. Paul's
Church lacked somcthing of tho easc
and comfort whlch the Houso ol
Bishops wlll find ln the State Capltol

St. Paul's was at that tlme a conv

paratlvely new church, being in facl
but fifteen years old. No memoria
Wlndows adorned Its audltorlum, ant
ln 1859 the Iron liand of war had noi

stamped on tho .bulldlng. the hlstor.h
associatiohs :whicli are now among it:
most cherlshed possesslons. From tti
wlndows could be seen the old Stati
Capltol, standing ln Its slinple dlgnltj
on the brow,. of the hill, tho saim
bulldlng, ln fact, in whlch the Dloces.
of Virginia was organlzed, and li
.whlch for niany years service wa
held on every altcrnate Sunday.

Crawford's Washington, fresh froi:
tho hands of its makor, s'urmountci
Its pedestal, but tho .stately grou
whlch surround the oquostrlan genera
.were lacklng ln several of thelr mem

bers, and Crawford, tlie artAst, wa

Mready de_ad^.. ¦-

The Ricbmbnil Minlsters.
Among the Rlchmond minlsters"

may be truTy sald, "And there wei
giants in those days,"
Tho host of the conventlon, tho re>

tor of St. Paul's, was the much bolovi
Dr. Charles Mlnnlgorodo, whose tend<
rninlstrations durlng tlie years of wi

end dt-solatlon whlcjh followed hard (

Ihe conventlon year of 1859 renderi
hiin doubly dear to tlie whole^city.

Fifteen years before St. Paul's lu
come out as a colony from Monumentt
leaving but fourteen famUies at t

old church, and under the rectorshlp
TJr. Norwood erectlng the present but!
Ing of St. Paul's Church. Monurrienl
yetalned 'the sexvlces of Dr. Woo
bridge, nnd the re.mnant were shpri
afterwards joined by tho eongregatl
Of tbeold "Pineapplo" Church, on So

jnteenth Street, who wore burned out
thelr church home, '' Tha "Plnpappl
Church was lat<-r rebullt und opehod
h mlssion under tha name of Ohr
Church, and after belng again burr.
movrd on up Into Venable Street.
John's had In 1859 tho servlees of R
Henry S. Kopler, and the much 1
loved nnd venerated l>r- Joshua Pet
kln, then un active young clergym
was in charge of the new congregat
of St. James, wlio had recently eree

thelf bulldlng "in the fur West En
at l-'ifth and Marshall.

This marked tbe westernmost bot
of church extenston proyioua to
war, although at the tinie the conv

tion met money wus pledged ror a c<
Blderable part of the cost of oreol
st. Mark's Church, Tho war came
before these pledges wi-rc pald, i

tlie bulldlng of tliis church was
layed ten years or more, untll tho w

knowp and much loved Dr. Dash
again unriertuok to rai'u funds fo
church house.

Among Those There.

lt was not untii lu tha years a:
the great strugglp that Grace Chu
nnii later All Sal.nts', Holy Trlnlty
other ehurclo:- in the West Bnd v

projected, tlie uistrch of the clu
havlng been steadil'y westward ¦!
tlie days when Pnrson Buchunun cro:

tha valley from St. Johlt's und
ecrvioes ln the State Capltol,
Tho yenerable Bishop Meado

Mded over the Dlocese of Virginia,
was the host of the conventlon,
fllsted by his loudjulor, Bishop Jo
Among the memberB present >

Alonzo and Horatlo 1'otter, the fa
and unclc r,r Bishop Henry C, Po
of New York. Forty-two n.eiiiliers
lu the Houso of Bishops. Eiiiina
Church had already l>cen ostabllshe
Henrlco county. near Brook Hill,
the. rector there was Hev. R. H,'
liier, afierwards consecratod Blsho
MisslsKippl.

Tlitj-c- Was much ,'.';¦ ml u(o in

conventlon of 1859, the giving of greatdinner parties being the favorite and
accepted form of entertalnlng. The
Woman's AuXlliary had not been or-
ganized, but niany of the delegates
were accompanled. by thelr wives, and
the soclal life of the conventlon was
one of its most enjoyable features. The
Exchange and Ballard Houso was ln
the heighl of its fame, thls being the
year that the Prince of Wales, now
Kinjer Edward of England, visited
Richmond, and stopperl there. The
Sputswood Hotel, at Eighth and Maln,
was also a favorite stopping place,
and many visitors to tlie present con-
vention who have have not been in
Richmond Binco 1S50, have been writ-
ing for reservatlons at these famous
hotels, both of which have been out
of exlatonce for years.

"War CoinlnR' Ou.
Ali-eady; the couniry was being

shakeri with- polltlcal considorations,
und stormy debat'es are sald to have
taken place in tho conventlon over
aemi-polltlcal quostions, the conven¬
tlon tnking no actlon, however, which
was conatruod aa offensivo to either
slde.

It ls signlficant of the trend of tho
tlmos that forty-oight years after the-
conventlon of 1859, tho chlef body of
the Amerlcan church agaln assembles
in Richmond, nnd that ln thls meeting
the principal subject of dlscussion wlll
bu the devlslng of plans for betterlng
tha mlsslonary infiuences put about
the negro race in Amerlca. And whlle
there are gravo dlfferences of oplnion
as to met.hods, lt is fully belleved that
the tlme has come when the negro can
be dlscussed wlthout heat und unneces-
sary bltterncse.

Soiiip CnnipnrlNnnx.
Some comparisons of the alate'of

the church in the United States at
tho tlme of the aonventlon" of 1859
and at present wlll be tnteresting.
Baptlsms reported in 1859 were

89,282, and in 1901, 182,618, more than
double.
Marriages also incrcased ln even

greater proportlon,. minlsters of the
church solemnlzlng 21,225 marriages ln
the three years precodlng 1859,
agalnst 07,636 In 1904. BurlaU
were 37,021 aa cornpared with 112,581.
All of these ligures are for perlods of
three years preceding the General Con¬
ventlon. The statistlcs for 1007 have
not been made public. i
The whole number of clergy ln 185!

was ,,.2,065, as cornpared with B.381 a

present, and the communlcants havi
incroased In greater proportlon, fron
139,611 to 84S.974.
Snnday-school teachers have Increas

ed from 14,029 to 49.000, and pupll
from 113,912 to 451,511.
Church edlficcs have increasnd fror

1,395 to 6,550. In 1808, nlnety-nln
years ago, the wholo number of clerg
ln the Amerlcan church was 169, an
there being no returns from several dlo
ce"aes, the number is estlmated at 20
for that year.

Churches of Rlohmoiul.
Tho churchoB of Richmond wer

miinned with a force of strong men i
tho yeare prevlous to the war, all d<
nomlnatlons liavlng men nf strikin

d» inbllity In thelf pulpits. Dr. Mosos 1
Hoge. ol" the Seco'nil Presbyleria
Church, was, perhaps, the most notab
of the grotip, and Dr, T. V. Aloore,
the First Presbyterlan Church. whei
tho City llall now stands, was ali
dolng an uggresslvo and pcrmanei
work. ln prqmlhent Methodlst pulpl
were Rev. Jaines^A. Iiuncan and Rc
John E. Edward.-C both men who ha
left the'r Impress on thelr dcunniin-

lell tlon. Tho nn'st prominent Baptl
:¦ a pustor was Rev. John L. Burrbws,

the First Baptlat Church.
There are still many peoplo ln Rlc

mond who have n peouliar veneratl'
trr and love for the memory of the recto
rchJ of ante-bolluin days, and in a partlc
and iur aensa for those who wore th<
'ere spiritual advisers to tho stormy dn
.rthiiif wnr nnd clinos which followed.
ncej ].'or hlgh charftoter, for high spiriti
;sed devntion, for actlylty, for synipat
lc'ld and for lovlng klndnesa lt would

hnid to matoh the group that fin
irf- tho Rlchmond pulpits In the years pi
and ceding tho War botwoen the State

I'roRresK of City,
Those who romembor the convent

therjof 1859.and there will be uomo
ttor, Rlchmond who iittonded the BessSi
BiU of that body.cannut fail to bo I

nuel piVBsed with tho progrcug made
d ln Rlchmond in ull lin<«s ln the past h
and ci-iitury, and that progress notwl

6f

ted

an-
hns,
vere

HlHiiding tlio ravagea of warfnre, 1
and carpet b.ig govt-rnmeiit. which
tihd the putienco und endumncc

the 1 Ulchmoud's pojmiaUon,

Wil-
p of

THE CHURCH IN VIRGINIA IN
THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

By PHILIP ALEXANDER BRUCE.

| Altliougn the prln-
[l. Pqpular Itell- clpal motives for the

gtouN Feeling, first settlemeht of
Vlrglnla were com¬

merclal, still that great enterprlse liad
Its religious aspect. Back of all their
thlrst for gold and trade r-.alculatlons,
thero was among Its supportors a spirit
eagcr to extohd to tlie savage inlmbi-
tants the blesslngs of Christlanlty
Eaiph Humor roflc-cted an almost gen¬
eral feeling wlion ho exclaimed
"Wliat is moro oxcellent, more prp'cl'bua
more glorlous,/ than oonverting t
heathon nation lTotn worshipim; th<
Deyil to the saving knowled.ge aiu

true worshlp at God in Jesus ChristV
Apart from the lofty misslonary splrl'
anlmating so many high-minded iriei
among thetn, we tlnd tho whole bodj
of these llrst pioneers shovying on evorj
appropriato occasion thelr loyalty tt
tho religious observances famillar ti
thom from childhood. Daily the found
ers of Jamcstown attended mornlnj
and evening prayors, and joined li
singing a psalm; un c-ach rocurrlng Sun
day tVo Bormons were preached befor
them. und once ln the course of ever:
three montha they received the Hbl:
Communion. Delaware, on his arrivs
at .Ininustown. tell on his knees, ant
In the presence of tho awed and rev

cirent people, made a long and sllen
prayer. Daily durlng his ndmlnlsiru
tion prayors were read at 11) o'cloc
in the mornlng nnd at 4 in the aftet
noon. On Sunduy two sormons wer

pi-eached, and on Thursday one. Of a

thoso terrible dlvitie and martlal law
whlch he thought necessary for tl:
complete represslon of every form (

dlsovdcr and wrongdolng, he enforct
wlth most stfictnoss tho numerous pn
vlslons adopted to compel respect f(
rellglon and the dlfferent eccleslastlc;
ordlnances. Among tho most lmpo
tant acta passed by tho first AsSemb
(1(119) were thoso designed to advam
tho religious and moral welfare of tl
people. Thls spirit waa again at

ngiiin Inculcated by tho Instructioi
deilvered to every Governor on his a

puliitini.-ni. In tho far-seelng orde
drawn up for the guldunco of the pe
sons placed at tlie head of Iho expec1
llon of 1607, they were urged to obi
and feav God, "tha Glyer of al) goo

ys ncHs, for evory plnntatlon whlch o
Heaven ly Father imth not pianted shi
be rooted out." Tlils plOUS Invocati'
was repeated from decttde to decade.
Thera were many prpofs of popul

religious feeling. Thtougliout the s*
enteenth ecntury this feeling fou
expi-ession ln the celebratlon of da
of thuuksglving and liuinlliatioii. T
aiuilveraarics of tho great piassaci
of Hii'--' and 10-14-wore always observ
\ti fast days; am3 so also were. do
Hpt-clnlly desigimted by tlie Uoncrnl j
se.tubiy in explation of thu sihs of t
people, or |n_depiveutlon of the div:

a'flttnger. us oxhlblted in tho prbvalei
th- of an cpideiiiic, caiislng wldt-sprc
'he luortiillty. ln tho sumo way days
bo thaiiksglvlug wore -appolnted, wlien
Oflcrop of tobacco hnd been extrnordln;

ily abuiiUunt, or an ludiuu Irtcurs

by

had been successfully wlthatood. Tho
popular reverence for religion was also
roflocted In tho tone of the wills, whlch
were often a volumlnous confesslon of
fe.ith; in the tone of prlvate corre-
spondence, llke the letters of Wllllam
Fitzhugh and Wllllam Byrd; ln be-
quests of Bibles, books, of aermons, and
religious works, llke the "Whole Duty
of Man," "Practlce of Piety," "PUgrlm's
Progress," and "Salnts' Everlasting
Reat," and in testamentary gifts for
the beneflt of the; destitute and lnflrm.
Th© religious feeling waa also shown
ln the provlsions for the observance

1 of the Sabbath.' The first General As-
sornbly passed a law requlrlng of evory

l cltizen attendance at dlvlne service on
Sunday; and this law was again and
again enacted. That lt was rlgldly

t enforced was revealed by tlie number
of persons who were sumrnoned before
the county courts for vlolatlng Its
terms, .In many respects the super-
vision was as strlct in' Vlrglnla as lt
was ln New Kngland, where the stern
and austere code of tha Purltans waa
in oporatlon. Evep the most trlvial
violatlons of tho sacred character ol
tho day were lnvariably punlshed; and

1 thls seerns all tho more remarkable ir
1, a communlty where all the amusementi

and plcasurcs wlthln the people's react
wore heartlly cncouraged, provlded that
they were not carrled to a polnt dan-

k gerous to tho peace and moral hoaltl
Of soclety. Tlie authoritles were oqual
ly vlgllant in punishing all personi

lllgullty of drunkenness, profanity
s defamatlon and lncontlnence and th>
ic llke, "The country ls full of sobor
>f modost perBons," wrote the author o
d "Leah und Raehel," "and many tha
)- fear God and follow that perfect rul'
>r of ottr bU'Ssed Savlour, to do as tho;
:il would be done by; and of sucll a happ;
r- Inclination ls Hie country that manj
ly who, ln England, havo been lewd an.
:e idle thero, in linltatlon of the Industr.
le they ilnd there. not only grow ashame
id of-thelr former courBes, lhit abhor t
is henr of thom, and ln Bmall tlme wlp

off thoso staiiis they bavi? been for
merly ininted wlth. 1 tan conlldentl
atfli-m thnt, sinca my belng in Eng

i- land, whlch ls not yot four months,
;y have beon an eye and ear witnosB e
I- more decelts und vlllalnies (and suc

as rnodesty forblds me to ttttor) tha
ill I eithcr Baw or heard mentlon made 1

Vlrglnla in nu- one and twenty ycai
abroad ln those parts."

The parlsh waa tl
II. Church Go>- local unit for the at

nd t-rinneiit. m'lnlstratlon of tl
ys rehglous affairs ar

he the promotlon of the moral health i

.es tho community. As one of the ordlnai
ed local dlvlslons of England, lt was e:

ys tabllshed In Virginia at an early dat
ts- Every new county was lald off In na
he parlshes, whose- boundary llnos ws

,no determined by thp voice of the Inhab
icei tants, wlth th>- approval ot tho Gener
ind Assombly. ln 1C61 thero were abo
of nfty parlshes ln the' Colony; for
;he years later there wore ettll the san
:ir-1 nuiuber, owins to th.9 consolldaNon
ivu'thc wmall paiisUos, As a rule, ea

parlsh fronted on a stream for a grei
dlstance up and down, but Its boundai
llnes perpendlcular to the stream rs
.back Into the country only a few mile
The parlsh took thls shape from 1
conformity. to tho sltuatlon of tl
groiips of plantatlons embraced ln 1
area. Not infrequently it was dlvidi
Into enormoua halves by a wlde rlv
or broad Inlet of the bay. Every parli
was lald off Into preclncts.
The admifilstration of the aftalrs

each parlsh was ln the control of
local body known ln Vlrglnla, ds
England, aa the vestry. Each of t:
vestries was composed of the foremo
men resid.ing ln the parlsh represent
by it. whether from the point^ot vle
of intelllgence, wealth or soclal pos
tion. To the power derlved from
offlete of acknowledged authorlty the
was a'ddod the great personal welg
glven by large possesslons, force
charaeter and intellect, and the ve
best education whlch England or V
glnla afforded. It ls rare to note ln t
county records the name of a vestr
man who, in slgning documcnts, w

only able to make his mark. Ma
vestrymen en/oyed the further dlstlr
tion of belng members of the cour
court, the House of Burgesses, or t
Executlve,, Councll. It does not se'
strange to dlscover that even so powi
ful an Individual aa the Governor hl
self was generally at great pains to
conclllatory in hla bearlng towards
veatrlos, not only becauao they 1
practlcal control of thelr communltl
and, through thelr representatlves,
the Colonlal Assembly, but also

f cause thelr famlly connectlona In Ei
t land were often able to affect favora

or unfavorably his standing wlth
persons to whom he owed his appol
ment, and upon whose good wlll
continuance ln offlco depended. /

1 ln the long run the' vestries pro
Y themsolvesx to be. of all the pul
tl bodles ln the colony, tho most tenact

of thelr rlght of independent acti
a and ln thelr contentlons wlth Goveri

commls8ary or clergy, Invarlably tur
up the vlctorloua party. Thoroug
underatandlng the local IntoreBts

I thelr parlshos, they showed, as a r

f a determinatlon to support these
h terests, whether or not thelr cond

was opposed to immemorlal Eng
customs, or brpught them In dli
conllict wlth the moat Influentlal r
sonagea of the colony. In the flrmr
''and persistency wlth whlch thoy,

l- bo many occasions, refused to
io guldedby anythlng but what was ca

d for by the welfare of their commun
>f they revealod themselves ns tho earl
¦y defendtfrs to sprlng up in Vlrglnla

tlie prlnciplo of local admlnlstrut
free from all outsldo " Interfere
Chosen by the people, they wore ti
the representatives of the people w

I- ln the Bphcia to whlch thelr jurls
al tion was contlned; and tho exau
ut set by them had a powerful Intltu
ty in nourlshing the popular form
ie government.
of Far moro controlllng was tho li
:h encu wu'lcb tUc yestrynwn ejsori

from a soclal polnt of vlew. As the
first gcntlcmen ln the county, apart
from the prestlge they derlved from
belng tho principal guardlans of publloj
morals, they wero looked up to as the
models of all that was most pollahed
and cultivatod in thelr reBpcotlve par¬
lshes. It was one ot the happlest fea-
tures of that early soclety that each
communtty posseBsed ln Us vestry a

body of men prompted as well by
every InBtinct ot btrth, education and
fortune, as by every dlctata of thelr
ofllclal duty, to set tho people at large
a good examplo In thelr pcrsonal de-
portment and ln thelr general conduct.
To thelr Intluonce 1b dlrectly traccable
a very large proportlon ot what was
most elovated and attractlve In the
soclal llfo of tho seventecnth century,
and to that Influence we aro, In no
small degreo, lndebted for tho charac¬
ter of tbe distlngulshed men of Vir¬
ginia who east such ronown over the
great era of tho Revolutlon.
Who appolnted the mombers of the

vestry? Just after tho meetlng of the
first General ABsembly, ln 1819, tho
choice sooms to havo been mnde by the
County court, but by 1641 the parlsh-
ion'cr.s thomsolvcs appear to have ac-
qulred tho power.* At the end of the
century the sdlection was exorclsed
excluslvely by the freeholdors and
bouseholders. Tlie number of persons
composlng a single vestry was limlted
to twelve,' who were requlred to hold
nt least two meetlnga In the course of
a year. The flrst Important duty of the
vestry was to uppolnt the clorgyman
of thelr parlsli. Thelr second appears
to have partaken somewhat of a judi-
cial character, as it lnvolved an lnves¬
tigation Into those cases of moral o/-
fensea whlch they were authorlzed to
preaent. lf well grounded, through the
churolv wardens to the county court
for flnal prosecutlon. Thelr thlrd great
functlon was to lay tho parlsh levy.
They usually met in October to lay
this levy, as by tlie time that montl;
had rolled around tho tobacco crop
havlng been housed and cured, was
ln a conditlon to be exported.
A large part of the work porformec

by' the vestries was performed by them
not as a body, but through thelr dlreci
representattves.the church wardena
Aa early as 1632 these orticors won
choaen at a publlc meetlng of the par-
isbioners. Two were annually selectec
In each parlsh. The oath prescrlbec
for church wardens shows tho genera]
character of thelr dutlea: It was lncum-
bent upon them to present to the grant
Jury all persons leadlng a profane am

ungodly llfe, such, for Instance, a,
common swearers, blasphemers, vlola
tors of the Sabbath, drunkards, adul
terers, slanderers and backbltera; al
dlsturbers of the congregation 1

it church, and all masters and mlstresse
y falling to catechlze tho young and ig
n norant dependent on them." They wer
s. requlred to return a correct accoun
ta ot all collectlons made In accord wit
ia the vestry's assesBments; to dlsburs
ta the amount of these collectlons In obe
ia dience to the vestry's orders; to kee
jr the church edlflce ln good repair; t
ih purchase the books needed for th

reglstry of blrths and deaths; and als
ot tho communion cloth and napkins. an
a the cushlons for the pulplt. It wa
ln the church wardens' duty also to ca
le attentlon to all cases of extreme pov
at erty. The aged. pauper was as muc
sd an object of thelr care aa the moi
w ybuthful orphan ontlrely lacklng 1
;1- meana. The church wardens were ai
in slsted ln the pertormance of thelr gei
re eral dutlea by two offlcers, known i
ht sldesmen and queatmen, who were ei
of peclally lnterested ln looklrig out ft
ry persons whose conduct made lt nece:
r- sary that they sliould be subjected
he civll or eccleslastical disclpllne.

y- The flrst rellglot
as III. The Church services held InVl
ny Edlflcea. ginla were held

ic- Jamestown, under fc
ty old sall cloth, only a sliort tlme aft
he the voyagers of 1607 had landed. Tl
>m sall cloth was tlod to the trunks
sr- three or four large oaks or cedai
m- The walls ot thls lmprovlsed sacn
be edlflce were made of ralls mauled fro
he tlmber procured on tho spot; tho Beai

ad of tho round and unhewn logs, and t
es, pulplt, of a bar of wood nailed to t\
of treeB. When tho sky became overca
le- and raln fell, the services were he
ig- ln a large tent brought over frc
aly England. It was not long before
he much less prlmltlve church edlflce w
nt- erected, The Interlor, at least, mt
his have presented a very pleanlng aspe

The whole chancel >vas conatructed
'ed the tlmber<jof cedar trees, and of t
dic same beautlful and sweet-smelllng m
)us terlal was also made the pulplt, t
on, pews, and the window f rames. T
ior, communion table conslsted entlrely
lod black walnut, whilat* the baptlan
hly fount had been skllfully hewed a

ot carved out of a single block of woi

tle, The Interlor wallB were kept decorat
in- wlth the many flowera found growl
uct In such profUBlon in the thickcts
lsh the nolghborlng wooda, and no dot
ect when tho frosts of November had <
ier- atroyed all these blooms, branches
obs cedar, plne and holly were used to ta
on the place of the dogwood, the ewe
bo bud, tha dalsy, the* clematlB and 1

lied arbutus. A steeplo rose from the w
Ity, end of the church, and wlthln lt W'
lest suspended two bolls, whlch the fiexi
of regitlarly rang at 10 o'clock ln

lon, mornlng nnd at 4 In the afternoon.
nce. eurllest Sunday chmrch bells to <

.uly Englishmen to worshlp ln the N
1th- World.
11c- By a law paHsed ln 1631 the Inha
lple tants of every parlsh wero requlred
mce contrlbute an amount sufllclent to oi
oC a church on a site whlch had been

leu'ed by 'the clergyman and chu
iflu- wardens, The tax" Imposed for. t
liscd. purpujio fell, Uka vbc Items of

regular county and, public levlea, oi»
the peoplc'at large.- Special glfts for
th. erection of churchea were also

le by benevolcnt and plous cltlzens
the colony. Bcfore a public levy

lald for the construotlon of the
.ch at MIddle Plantatlon, ln 1678,

> j.untary donations were aollcited of
tho parlshioners, and ln rbsponse to
thia appeal John Pago and Thomas
Ludwell each subBcribed £20, and Phillp
Ludwell and Colonel Tborp each £10,
whllst numcrouB cltlaehs contrlbuted,
respectlvely, £6.
A contract between tho church war-

dcnB of Hunger'a Parlsh, in Accomac,
and Slmon Thomas, a carponter, pre-
Borved, among tho recorda of that
county, glvcs, no doubt, a falrly accu-
rato Idea as« to tho mcthod followod
in bufldlng parlsh churches towarda
the close of tho Bevonteenth ceptury.
Undor tho terms of thls agreoment the
projected ediflce vas to extend forty
feet in length and twenty-livo ln wicith.
Its framework, which was to be con-
structed of wood, was to be aupported
by blocka cut from the trunks of the
locust, or a tree espcclally remark¬
able fofthn durablllty of Its flbro, oven
when exposed to tho most trylng va-
rlatlonu of weather. Thia Bkeleton
franie was to be covered with planka
of the linest quality, whllst the brac'es,
Bluds and rafters wero to conslst of
Boasohcd onk.
The great majorlty of the churches

bullt ln Vlrginla durlng the sevcn-
teenth ccntury were bullt, llke the one
in Accomac Just rcferred to, of wood.
There wero a fow, however, made of
Brick. Such was the charactor of tha
matorlal entering into the constructlon
of tho cdlflces at Mlddlo Plantatlon
and Jamestown. The church ncar
Smithfield, which still stands in its
original beauty and Bolidlty, was also
bullt ,ot brlck, and forms perhaps tho
most adrnirable spectrnen of eccloslasti-
cal ai-chltecture ln Colonlal Vlrginla
survlvlng to the present day.
The plate and ornamonts belonging

to many of the churches wore both
handsome and costly. Most of these
wero obtalned by special glfts or be-
quests of wealthy planters, and con-
slsted of communion cups, chalices,
flagons and plates, and baptlsmal
baslns or bowls. On at least one oc-
caslon the Krhg of England hlmself
made a present of Bacred volumes to
the Vlrglnlan churches. This occurred
ln 1683, when there were dellvered, ln
the royal name, through the Bishop of
London, forty-two sets, each of which
conslsted of a follo Blble and Common
Prayer Book ln calf; the homllleB, tha
canons, the Thlrty-nlne Artlcles, and
tho table of marriages.

, Among the clergy-
IV. The ClerKT- men durlng thls cen-

incn. tury, not one, so far
aa 1b now known, was

a nativc of the colony, Some had,been
born and educated in Scotland, but u
very much larger number had emi-
grated from England, where they had
first Been the llght, and where they had
also recelved thelr firat lessons In let-
ters and theology. In a general way. lt
may be sald that there wero two lnflu-
ences leadlng the great majorlty to
settle In Vlrginla.flrst; ln order to
acqulre a beneflce ln England, the
clergyman must obtaln the favor of
some person or lnstltutlon havlng the
right of preferment, and It was no
casy task for a young divine, lacklng
ln powerful connections, to commend
hlmself to the good wlll of the Indi-
vldual or corporation -«ntitled*to name
the next lncumbent of a vacaat rector-
shlp; secondly, the condltlon of tha
clergy reBiding ln the rural districta
of England durlng the aeventeenth cen-
tury was not dlstlngulshed for such
comfort, prosperlty and honor as to
make removal to ther- colony always ap-
pear a step dtstinctly dlsadvantageous.

It reveals the extraordlnary palns
the colony's authorltles were at to se-
cure competent dlvlnes to flU the dlt-
ferent vacancles among the parlshes
that, In 1650, the General Aasembly
declared that should. a shlpinaster or

merchant Import a clergyman wlthout
any agreement with hlm touchlng tho
payment of his expenges, then such
shlpmaster or merchant should recelve
by the public levy, to relmburse hlm
for the outlay, £20, elthcr in the form
of a blll of exchange .or of 20,000
pounds of tobacco. It was with a vlew
of securing a more certaln means of
supplylng all vacant pqlplts ln tha
colony that, ln 1660-1, the project ot
establlshing a college )n Vlrginla was
consldered by the General Aesembly.
Sometlmes a clergyman llke Rev.
Phillp Mallory, ln 1661, waa dlspatched
to England to arrange for the sendtng
to Vlrginla of a greater number of
mlnlsters. ln 1680 the Council re-

quested the Governor, as the only hope
of fllllng all the pulpits ot the colony,
to beg tho Bishop of London to furnlsh
the vacant parlshes with "ablo, godly
and orthodox" pastors. Half a deenda
later Wllllam Fltehugh declared that
there still exlsted in the colony a
preaslng need "for able, eober, and
faithful"" tnlnlsters. The very common
way of supplylng the want of a clergy.
man ln a vacant parlsh was to appqint
a deacon.
Tho vestry, aa we havfc seen, wns tha

controlllng power inwfilling the vacant
pulpits. In a new country llke Vlr¬
ginla lt waa imposaiblB for such a «ys-
tem as that govornlng the. nppolnt-
ments to Uvlngs in England to sprlng
up, There -Avas no indueuco accom-
panylng tho dlvlslon and settlemdnt of
the vlrgln soll to. c-eate a cirolo of
patrons, -mch ns had oxlBted almost
immemorlally In the mothor country,
In whose dlsposal every benofice'in tho
colony would rost. Had thera hnda
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